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Before the Ark of God: 


0: The Inventions of Men not able to fland 
againſt the Ten Commandments Ld God. 
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Deut. iv. 35» Unto thee it was fhewed, that tho _ 
mighteſt how that the Lord be z 5 God: hers wo {kb 
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Baloved Friends of all Dengminations, 


EET is a great Grief tome to be 
I concern d with a Man, that 
8 neither underſtands the Con- 
> troverſy, nor will anſwer 
any thing direaly to it. Bat: 
is fo Unhappy, tobe almoſt 
ways runing into Perſonal Refle&tions, 
ind Stories that were utterly Untrue : As 
tis mfinuatine; That! imbrued my Hands in. 
ny Veigbbotirs Blood, 8c. which T-hope ke. 
as repented of,and I dofreely forgive him! 
from mY Heart: But Þ was 6bliged to lay 
(en to the Work] his Unclean Life and 
\tions, to ſhew, That he who did not; 
far to a&'Evil, di4 not fear to ſpeak It ; 
therwiſe, it was very unpleaſant Work: - 
t me to mention ſuch Deeds, which: were” 
too true and too well knownto be deny'd. 
And now, tho” I find almoſt one Half of 
is Bock Al1'd up with hard Names and 
bitter Words, yet I determine to overlook 
them all, and take little: or no Notice-of 
them, but pity him, that he could not find 
nore Argument, and lefs of ſuch Scolding 
RR © oO 
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-—*- that his Cauſe is weak and bad, and wil 


. © #s but One God, and that is God the Father, 
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Stuff: Which is a Conficmation to m# 


- not bear the Teſt of Reaſon nor Scripture, 
but muſt, in God's due Time, follow thelf 
: Doctrine of 1Iranſub/antiation: For he 
hasnet anſwer d my Arguments, nor doth 
he advance any himſelf, that are fit” to bel 
call'd fb; but a mere: Heap. 6f-Railing} 
Angry, Uncharitable Words, as' any com: 
mon Capacity . may eaſily fee, who will 
. but caretully-compare his Book and mine 

together, { OT 
And therefore I {hall have little to do, 
but to eſtabliſh what I have taid, by pro 
ducing clear and evident Proofs, That ther; 


and that no other Perſon or Bring 3s God but 
hs ouly.. Ee: Eng 
- And when T have effeQually done this, 
IT hope all: honeſt ' Men will own I have 
 gamed the Point. * 

- Tnorder to prove this, I deſire all Men 
to take Notice, that this Maxim 1s alwars 
_ to be obſervd, Thar all Obje&ions multi 

fall to the Ground, where the Proofs of a 
 Do&trine are' clear and concluſive ; and 
that neither Reaſon nor Religion can re: 
quire us to believe 'any thing that 1s an 
Inconfiſtency ; and ' whatever Doctrine 
hath a Contradi&ion in the Bowels of !t, 
cannot be true, but is certainly falſe, a 

k- oP | | W 


« = "IR 


©}. 

was never revcalzd in_Scripture,:bat js 
either falſely Tranflated, or z falſe Senſe 
put on it, And we may be ſure it 18 ſo, 
when any ſuch Tranſlations or Conſtruci- 
«MF ons are put on Texts, as do:manifeſtly con- 
WM tcadict. other plain Words of ſacred Scrip- 
Mf ture. As. for Inſtance, ſuch plain Words 
"Wy as were ſpoken by God.himfelt in the Firit 
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I ether Gods but me, [ not Three | Exo. xx. 
9 3. Now here from the Word Me, in the 
Singular Number, it is clear and, conclu» 
five, Ihat God is no more thau One Perſon; 
or ſingle Being. And the Church of G59, 
to whom thoſe Words were ſpoken, always. 
underſtood them in-that. Senſe, or Mean-, 
ing of One ſingle. Perſon. And in-another 
Place, God telleth ,: them” theſe Words, 
Thou ſhalt know 1no.other God but m?, Holea 
11.4. - And inthe Goſpel of Murk, x11, 
32. the Fews and Gentiles are taught theſe, 
Words, There. z« Que God, and there-is 10. 
—_— Mk. od, 


Almighty He, and to all the. Rational 
more maniteſt Contradicion, than for any 
to.lay, This One He, is Three, or Six, .or- 
Tex. Are they nat all equally a notorious. 


a direct Contradiction to the Words of God, 


Commandimeut, viz. Thou . ſhalt, bave no 


. y boty : FD.9 763-9544 (iS : 
..Now Iwill appeal to God, even to this. 


Faculties of Mankind, Tf there can, be a. 


Abſurdity, one as much as the other, and, 
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| ahd alſo to our Reaſon? And therefore are 
falſe and cannot-be true. 

Again, it is worthy for us'to take goo! 

| Notice of the Words. of onr Lord Teſs 

* Chriſt himſelf, when he was ſpeaking to 
his Heavenly Father, Fobn, xvy1l. 3. viz; 

This. 3s Life eternal "that they might know 
thee the Ovly true God. 

Now, ſince the Lips ofthe Bleſſed Jeſus 
which always fpoke the Truth, hath told 
us, That bis Father is the Only true God, 

| Who are- they that dare ſet up another 
Perſon to be God beſides him.only? It is 
not only a'plain Tnconfiſtency, bat it is 
alſo a flat ConttadiQion toGod and Chriſt, 
to the Prophets and Apoftles, to Reaſon 
a0 5 ture; ſo that T can truly fay, 
is on my Side, I will not fear what 
3h i Ao to me * Tor here I have, by 
Gods holy Afſiftance, proved my Dodtrine 
to be the Truth of God, So that all the 
| ObjeEtions and Inventions: of Men muſt 
S -fallto the Ground ; and will never be able 
to ſtand apainft the Firft and Sacred Com- 
 mandment of God, viz. Thou (halt have no 
other Gods but me. - 
Now, I do earneftly treat all fincere, 
hamble, honeft-hearted Men and Women, 
to torn the Inward Eye of on Mind to 
God, and beg of him, throvgh Jeſus Chriſt, 
that he ny teach you- bo telf, MT » 


- 
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operations and, Influences of his Holy 
Spirit, to know his Sacred Mand and Will, 
and do it. And do not take your Religi- 
ons Principles from any Sort of Men, any: 
further thanthey ſpeak according to Scrip» 
ture and Reaſon ; but obſerve our Lord's 
Advice, and take Heed- what you hear, 
and callno Man Father upon Earth, for 
One is your Father even God, Matt. xxii, 
9. and one 4s your, Maſter, even Chriſt; 
The true/Senſe. of | which, Words, is, that 
you are to take;your Religious Sentiments 
from God and from Chriſt, and-not ſuffer 
any Man to have Dommion over your Faith, 
2, Cor. 1. 24, For do but carefully, ob- 
ſerve, all you that are honeft, plain, up+ 
right-hearted People, who | fear God and: 
lye hin above. all things, I-can truly 
ſpeak it to your Comfort,. that he loveth 
you, and will maniteſt his Lnve-to, you ; 
and as you ſtand in your Obedience: to 
him, doing thoſe things that you know 
pleaſes him, and genying- or. not. doing 
what diſpleaſes him; ſo he will cauſe the 
Day to dawn, and his Day-Star toriſe in 
your Hearts; and: you will find that - God 
will lead and teach you by-his good Spirit, 
far beyond a | the Teachings of Men. 
| For ſince the Apoſtacy by Degrees got 
In, whieh I believe began very near'the 


Apofiles Days, and Men: took to Preaching 
| or 
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for Hire, inſtead of preaching for Chriſt , 
for Gain, zather than Godlineſs ; for prc- 
ſent Things, more than future Rewards; 
that Plainneſs and Honeſty, Simplicity 
and Sincerity, Truth! and Spirituality, 
which adorn'd/ the Primitive Chriſtians, 
began 'to decline, and leave their firſt 
Lovelinefs. Inſtead of which, PÞ: ide got 
vp, and Covetouſneſs took Place; and 
Men began to ſtudy Excellency of Speech, 
and” to -preach with "inticing” Words of 
Man's Wiſdom; (as the {Preachers gene: 
rally do now a-Days) not-in the plain 
Demonſtration of the -Spirit,\nor in the 
Power of God. So 'that Pride and Cove- 
touſneſs took Hands together, Ambition 
and High Titles ſucceeded, till at Jaſt 
Poptry began to put 'up its filthy Head; 
and then (yea, and almoſt ever fince) Men 
have not taken their Religiovs Principles 
from God bat from Men ; not from Chrift, 
but from Councils, and Princes of this 
World that come to Nonght : Who, with 
out Divine Authority, £c14 often call a 
great Number of Proud, Intetmperate Men 
together to make new Creeds, &c. For 
they were "departed 'from the good old 
Way, or Creed, which Ged an1 his Pro- 
phets, Chriſt and his Apoſtles ha1 taught, 
and” were wn into ſtrange; monſtrous 
Creeds which were never heard of before; 

$2 I making 
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making the Holy One of Iſrael to bea Plh- 
rality of Perſons, ſometimes Two, and at 
laſt. Three : For thele Creed-Makers, who 
generally made-{uch. as would pleaſe that. 
Emperor or Pope that.call'd *em together, . 


often varied and contradicted one another, 


and did not agree of the Third Perſon's - 
being God of a pretty white; No, not at. 
the Council of Nice, they did not dare to.. 
call the Holy Ghoſt God : And all true® 
honeft Men know, that - the: Seriptures>. 
never call him God in any expreſs Words, 

nor eyer_clirect -us to pray to the Holy. 
Gboft, nor to pay Adoration to him ;' but 

lire us, as our Lord. ſpeaks, John, xvi... 
23, to ask the Father in bis Name; heſays,. 


we ſhall aſk Nothing of him , 6bſerve his - 
Words, but bils us, ask the Father in Iis- - 


Name, and the Father will give itus: And 
this Holy Spirit will help our Infirmities, - 
| for our Bodies are the Temples of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, which dwelleth in us, except- 
ve be Reprobates. Now it is not lawfut 
bor us to worſhip.or pay AJoration to zny; 
thing that is in us ;. ſa that good ol Pan! 
told us very true, viz, But to ns theze is. 
but One Gcd the Father, 1. Cor. viii 6. 
Wh Not Father, Son, an1 Holy Ghoſt, as the-- 
Greed- Makers have invented. 


kd. be 7 


Men, who long wo. hunger, and thi &af- 


WM Therefore, 1 beſeech all holy, Foneſt* 


tas: 
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ter the Truth,” to leave the Inventions of 
thefe 'Creed-Makers, and let us go up to 
the Fountain Head, even to God himfzlf, 
and hear and ſee what he has ſaid to his 
Church with his immortal Voice : Thoy 
frat have no other Gods but me; and then 
ſee what he ſpeaks by his Prophets : Thou 
Halt know no other God but me, Exo. xs, 2. 
Hoſea, xiii, 4. and Deut. xxxii. 39. 

See now that I, even T am be, 

And there is no God with me. 

T will appeal to all truly honeft, holy 
Mev, 2f there is any T772y to be founl 
here, either from God himſelf, or his holy 
Prophets > But the dire& Contrary is 
manifeſted, That God is One pure ſingle P:r- 
ſon, or Being, as is proved by the Words, 
F, He, M:, and Him, as it 1s in * that te- 
markable Text Dent. iv. 25. Unto the: 
it was ſhewed, that thou mighteſt know that 
the Lord be is God, there is none elſe belides 
him. 

Now all Men do agree, That theſe are 
the unconteſted Words of God himſelf, and 
of his holy Inſpired Prophets ; therefore 
let God be true, but every Man a Lyar: 
That is, every Man that dare offer to con- 
 tradi&t him, or any Way endeavour to 
violate the plain, open, clear Senſe of 
his Words. No other God but me, doth 
evidently exclude any other Perſon from 
ine God but he,  ' Truth, 


iſh - 8 
Truth, Plainefs, and Horieſty is always 
oft ; and I do believe in my Heart, that 
ere the Truth to be ſpoken freely and o- 
twenly, there is not a ſincere, holy, Judici- 
us Man in England, that underſtands this 
ontrovetſy, but will confeſs, that all the 
hurch of God, from the Creation of the 
World, to above four thouſand Years, did 
wer in all Ages underſtand thole Words, 
n the ſame obvious, plain Senſe in which 
[have repreſented them. And the moſt 
tigh God and Father of our Lord Jeſus. 
Chriſt, knoweth that T have no other 
Views, but the Glory of God, the Honour 
of Jeſus Chriſt, and pure univerſal Love 
to Truth, and aW Mankind; and that 
Winowledge may be extended from Shore 
to Shore, and from Pole to Pole. ; 

I ſuppoſe all Men will allow, that God 
tuight 4daw the Firſt Comman4ment ; 
{o that he and all good Men knewit from 
Adam to Moſes, before it was written in 
Tables of Stone at Mount Sinai, But tho' 
ll theſe holy Patriarchs did know of One 
Almighty Infinite God, yet *tis certain 

W they never knew that unheard-of Do&rine 
of a Trinity, or God being a Plurality of 
Perſons. | Xf Srg 
| Now God is an unchangeable Being, he 
s not more Perſons #ow than he was then ; 

but is the ſame eternal He, asever he wo | 
fan 


__ the pure,, primitive. Uncarian  Eaith of 
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and ever will be, from Generation to Ge- 
_ _neration, both before. the Law and under 
the Law, and ſince the Law. And o 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt always taught the ſame, 
and 1o did his 5746 as may be ſeen 
in theſe Words call'd, The Apoſtles Faith, 
VIE, ETA | | } 

T believe in God the Father Almighty, 
Maker of Heaven and Earth. And in Feſus 
Chrift bis only Son, our Lord, who was con. 
cerved by the Holy Ghoſt, born of the Virgin 
Mary, [erred under Pontius Pilate, was 
_ crucified, dead and buried. He deſcendelif 
into the Grave, the third Day be role againfi 
from the Dead. He aſcended into Heaven, 
and. ſitteth at the Right Hand of God, the 
Father Almighty, from thence he ſhall com 
to Judge buth quick and dead, 8&c. 

Now, as I wrote theſe Lines principally 
for humble, plain, pious Chriſtians, fo I 
do intreat you to take Notice, and ſec 
how the Creed-Makers are departed from 
this fuft Faith of the Apoſtles, which is 


Chriſtians, telling us of God; the Father 
Almighty, but not one: Word of his being 
three Perſons, nor fix Perſons. For obſerve 
when. it ſpeaks of Jeſus Chriſt, it calls 
him the Son; that is Dead, and fitteth at 
the Right Hand of God- the Father A: 


_ ghty.. Now 


ww 


- ow ſie that Std the Son 1 " 
of God,..1s mots himſelf, bitis another; - 
even Chriſt th cricified” whoirGod = 
raiſed from” He 8b that the* Dim? 
teria Deetrine” not being (founA* in" the - 
Apoſtles Faith, Md tfimakers got 
tnotfier!; '35*yott ſed itt that ns | | 
ouſly fall A) ARDS ning which; 
jt it- bath. er AT There" is" s but 
*One; only” hving: and” true God” 'yet 
aketh this ſravge impertihent Queſtion : 
©" How many. Perſons are” there in- the 
* Godhead?” and! they anſwer it'-with 
this grand Abſurdity;, viz, | *© There are 
© thiee- Perſons” "oh the Gothead; the Fa- 
«ther, the'S6n, * arid the" Holy Ghoſt; 
= and theſe: three are One God,” the" ſame | 
© 10, Subſtatice, equal inf Power and Glo, "v0! 
Which 18 inubhithe fats as to ſay, nes | 2 3 


s, but. One only living; ant 'trae Ri 


n 
Enjlayds, and” then afke©this* A wn 


Queſtion, How mary” Perſons'are there | 
In-the Kingheai ? ? and then' anſwet it with | 
this ingnifeſt Fallcſhood, viz. There are 
three: Perſons in the Kinchead, the Fa- 
ther, the Son, and. the. Graridſon, and. 
theſe three are 'Orfe King, the ſame in Subs 
ſtance, equal in Power and Glory, © | 
Now: I will” appeal” to all Rational | 
Mankind, If.it be not true i the King, i 
rr much more wit 7 God: For God ag 
C . <0 
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be has 19 Equal, Iſai. xl. ard that there j; 
#10 God beſides him., wy 
Cannot we love our King's Son and 
Grandſon without calling either of them | 
the King ? Nay, how can we be faithfal to 
the King, and.yet acknowledge any other 
Perſon King z , Juft-ſo, and much more, 
cannot we truly.loye the Son of God, even 
Jeſus Chriſt, in Sincerity,. without calling 
bim God. When he himſelf hath told us 
plainly, That bis Father 7s the Only true 
Ged,: why ſhould we rob the peerleſs God 
of his Glory, who is the Fountain of all 
Good ? Odear Lord God of Heaven and 
Eaith, what odious Work have the In- 
ventions of Men made in the World? 
How much better would it be to own and 
love thy Commandments, ang never (e- 
part from thy Sacred Precepts ? but baniſh 
all the Traditions of Men. 
' T do verily.believe in my Heart an! 
Conſcience, -That were my Lord Chriſt 
| Here on Earth, he would look upon that 
Man or Woman with Deteſtation, who 
ſhould ſay, He was God equalto the Father, 
as he did to the Fews, who charg'd him 
with making hiunſelf equal with God. 
But let every pious Soul, who Joves the 
Truth, obſerve, how he utterly-difclaims 
any ſuch Title, by telling them in theſe 


honeſt Wards, I can do nothing of my ſelf 
; whereas, 


LOS .__- 
Whereas, if he were really God Almighty, 
1n any Senſe or Nature, he could not lay 


Wee % FEW 
And here the Trinitarians finding them- 
ſelves utterly caſt, even by the eternal 
Teſtimony that Chriſt himſelf hath left 
zzainſt them, they _are forced to run to 
that poor, thread-bare, weak and pitiful 
Shift, Of the Human and Divine Nature, 
which the Holy Scriptares tell us not One 
word of, For where doth Chriſt tell us 
Here T ſpeak in my Humane Nature, and 
bere in my Divine? Ts there any ſuch 
Syllable tobe found ? Sure Men ouzht to 
bluſh at ſuch Inventions, or rather Con- 
traditions to Chriſt's Words : For if the 
Humane. Nature and the Divine Nature 
were united in Chriſt, as the Trimtariars 
fay, then Chriſt conld not ſay, He conld 
do nething of bimſelf ; becanfe whatever 
was wanting 1n one Mature, would be ſup- 
ply'd by the other, Therefore, let all 
good, holy Men take Notice, that when 
our dear Lord Jeſus telleth us, be can do 
thing of b1#ſelf, bat as he beareth be ſpeak- 
th, as God commands him ; and when he 
telleth' ns, of the Day of Tudgement, Of 
that Day and Hur knoweth no Man, 10 nor 
th! Angels which are in Heaven, nor the Son, 
([peaking of himſelf ia the higheſt Senſe) 
vut- my Father only, it is moſt manifeſt, 
Bb C 2 that 


- A 4} 
manner RL 
_ —_— ————— 


_ 


_ that he is not God himſelf, but another, 


-, 'eventhat great Prophet whom God pro- 


mite the Children of 1/7 ael to raiſe uy 
yoo them, -and that he is a-dependant 
eing, and-can do nothing of. himielt, but 

he did, and fo he ſpoke. + _. 
- . This is the plain Trath; as our Lorf 


| hin:ſeli hath told ys, and we can never do 


pF 7 better th an-b:lieve him, to- be the Yon of 


God, the Sent of. God, the Anointed, the 


Chriſt, the Mefſias, the Mediator, thee 


ternal High Prieſt, the - great Prophet, 
which Gad had promiſed, to be a Lights 
lighten the Gentiles, and to be Gad's Salva: 
t7on to all the Eds of the Earth, by bring- 
10g. all that will tollow him, out of all 
Darkneſs ani finful Slavery, into his mar- 
vellous Light and: Liberty, to. become the 
Sons of God.  —_ 5” 
This was the Glorious Work which Gol 
ſent him from Heaven to do, which he 
truly and faithfully did, in Obedignce to 
his Heavenly Father's Wall ; therefore, 
God hath highly exalted him, ad given him 
a Name or Power, which is above cvery 
Name, that at the Name or to the Autho- 
rity of Jeſus, every Knee ſpall bow, or be 
in Subjcion, of things in Heaven and things 
. eu Farth., And I do belieye mn my Heart, 


that thoſe precious Rules which he taught 
Tit bf us, 


1 F. J 
us, Are the put that ever were divulg'd 
to Markiud, and the beft and freft De- 
mon{tration 3n the World; that God At- | 
mighty ſent” him to bleſs us,” 7 turntyg us 
from all-manner of Sin to ſerve bim who the | 
Ad living and true God 

Thus, T think, T have made. It evident- 
ly-appear-to every ſincere, honeſt, -unpte- 
jced Alind; WIPE Education Goth not 
iger his Sight, "That all the Inventions 

do. Men my full before, the Sacred. Hats ft 
aa Habe of God, vie. Thou, halt 


Ly other Gods but me. © _, 
"Raw T jutreat all Men ta ks Ke nc: 
ras: and. 

rift: Far a the W be; net 


BR, to. Y the holy, 

ect bimſ If, yet he is certainly ſcat tolls. 
from God, to reveathis Fathef's Will-an 8 - 
better , and more ſpiritual Manner, than 
ever it was before, as-the Apoſiile tells us, 
That God who at ſundry undry Times aud divers 
Manners ſpake to the Fathers by the Pro- 
thets, bats in theſe laft Days ſpoken to us by 
bis Sov. Whom he hath appinted Her of 
all things, by whom alſo , rated the 
Worlds, and by whom God will judge the 
Vorld z for the Father judgeth no Max, but 
bath committed all - Fudgement to the "Fan y 
That is, God hath granted a Commiſſion 
to the Son, and hath appointed him: to 
dig both Quick and Dead. 'T herefare, 


Men 
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Men muſt honour the Son, becauſe of that 
Authority God has inveſted him. with, 
otherwiſe we ſhall diſhonour God that ſenx 
him, if we do not reverence the $So'1, and 


obey his Voice: For God ſent ficit his 
Prophets, and laft of all his Son, and God 


ſaid, Surely they will reverence my 50n. 

From hence it 1s manifeſt, Thac neither 
the Prophets nor the Son is God himſelf, 
yet 1t 1s certainly the holy Will of God, 
that we ſhould obey his Son, becanſe God 
. Fath faid, This 7s my beloved Son, bear y; 
bim, Even.a Voice came from Heaven, 
that is, from God himſelf,” ſayzng, This i 

my beloved $1 in whom IT am well pleaſed 
$0 that .I-call Heaven and Earth to 
witneſs this Day, That it is the earneſt 
Deſires. of. my Heart, and all the Powers 
_ and Faculties of my Soul, That all Man- 
. / Kind ſhould preſs into the Kingdom ot 
j Feſus Chrif, and follow him, hearkening 
; to his Voice, for he is the Way to the Fi 
ther. Andas we aregobedient to his Spit: 
Y _ tual, Heaven-born Eeactiinns 6 he will 
_*,- affuredly. lead us. to God, and make u 
7 - - Jews of God. and Toint-Heirs with Chrilt, 
and then are we his. Diſciples indeed, 1! 
= / we do the Things which he hath com: 
_ * manded us to do. For the Grace. of Go: 
( that is Jeſus Chriſt) hath appeared to al 
Men, teaching them to devy all Ungodlint 
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md ſinful Luſfts, and to live ſoberly and 
righteouſly, and godlily in this preſent World, 
And whatſoever pious Souls: do deny 
themſelves all ſinful Lufts, and take up. 
the ſpiritual Croſs and follow Chriſt, they 
will experience an inward Waijhing or 
ſpiritual Baptiſm, a dying unto Sin, and 
: living' unto Righteouſneſs, which is the | 
GQbſtance, and then all outward Shadows 
wilfly away. For the Baptiſm that doth 
mw ſave us, 18 not the waſhing away the 
Filth of the Fleſh, -but:the Anſwer of a 
od Conſcience towards God, ' 
Now if outward Waſhings would have 
lone, I ſuppoſe Fames Barter has had e- 
nough of 1t, both Sprinkling and other- 
wiſe; but his netorious, ſenſual, ſinful 
Luſts are a Manifeſtation, of the Neceſh 
of the inward; ſpiritual Baptiſm, that 1s 
: dying to Sin, and living to Righteouf- 
nels, which I pray God he may live to 
experience. And I am very ſorry to find 
im ſo raging and angry with me and the 
Author ef the Poſtſcript Letter, as if we 
ad writ more than was true of him, which 
It 18 well known we have not ; but both 
if us had a ſtri&t Regard to Truth in thoſe 
Fats: And I my ſelf heard a very ho- 
teſt Man, who has been a Member of the 
Church at Netherton many Years, tell the 
lunthor of the Letter, viz. That we had. 
. drawn 


” [20 by of 
Shane iſemes- Barter: to. the. very L ifs and 
bad: writi nothing but the plain Truth, of him, 
{ —_ itiis nat.lopg:{ince a very pious, wor 
| off Old: Paſtor-of a1 Bapiif Church, wha 
'&toſce meat, myHouſe,told me.to the 
ame Effet; and;. That be fi/11;oys with the 
F— Woman (by- whom he had. a,Baſtard 
this: 080m [Wiz 's Liife 'Tame ) even to this 
_ very. Day. 
_ 80 that the more: he. tirs in his own 
Charader,) [the worſe it 184 and how ſuch 
Ef Debauch'd|-Mai: ca: write; of Sacred 
Things /Ileaveevey; Virtuous, Mind to 
Judge: | For it: inet koown he: has done 
the> Trinitartan Cauſe [Dexi tunes more; 
Hutt: than :Goold 3 :beingnotabletaanſyer 
any: egy ang Argurtients; | no,.nor' fo! 
muchas Oncertakitg: Noticeiof- many of 
them: 'But overlooks: above- twenty; or 
thirty: Pages, whereid Tr hachafferted and: 
dthenderd-the ſimple arr yr of, the One 
God: and Father of all.  Andvovr- Bleſſed 
Lord; whens ſpeakings of himſelt in the 
very: higheſt Senſe! of: Sop-fhip;; ſays, He 
drd - noti knowatbe>Day of Fadgement-; and 
4 he lays, His Father only! btew that 
Day. 


Now | Gn: hence» the- Unitarians form 
_ this natural» and» potent” Argument, v4. 
That*to be Tenorant: of -any One: Thing, 


cannot be reconciled with a perfect Know: 
ledge; 


C2r ] Y 
kdgez and if Chriſt were the true and 
pertect God, of the fame Subſtance with 
his. Father, he could be Ignorgut of No- 
thing at all: But he hynlelf tells us, 
He doth net know it; therefore he is not 
the moſt High God, To this Barter gives. 
wAnſwer.at all. T9 ties foetus 

I had alſo ſhewed, that both the Light 
of Nature and Revealed Religion do make 
it manifeſt, That Jeſus Chriſt is not the. 
moſt High God, but is gnother who de-. 
W cives and receives his Life and Power, and 
all his Authority frogs him, as Chrift 
himſelf tells us, viz. As the Father hath. 
Life in bimſelf, ſo hath be gaven' to the Son, 
tn bave Life in bimſelf, John, v. 26, 
W 7. SD that his Life 18 Originally by 
the Donation" of *God the Father, who a+ 
bne is the Firſt Cauſe, Unbegotten, Un- 
onipinate,. Infinite, Qmnipotent, Omni» 
ſcient,. Self-Exiſtant, Firſt Parent, or 
Prime Being ot. all other Beingsz who - 
alone 1s the God and Father of our Lord 
felus' Chriſt : And mn this it 1s that the 
Untarians triumph as Unanſwerable. 

All theſe Arguments, with' a great 
many more, - my Friend Fames Barter 
tound: too ſtrong for him-;; and therefore hs 
tonght- fit to quit the Field and ſneak. 
of; and fay notone Word to them. 
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' _ And what a mean Defence he has made- 
for that ſpurious Text, 1. Fobn, v. 7.1 
will leave to every unbyaſs'd Reader that 
{ees both Sides: For I had prov'd, That 
it never wasin avy Ancient Greek Copies, 
; nor the Oldeſt Veritons made troni them ; 
: and that not one Greek-Writer, from the- 
\ Beginning ofChriftianity to Ferom's lime, 
: Had ever cited this Verſe ; and that Ds 
:. Pin and others obierve, That no Greek 
' Father for five Hundred Tears after Chriſt, 
over quoted this Text; ſo he tells us of one, 
viz, Didymus of Alexand:ia, in the Fourth 
. Century, writ a Commentary upon this 

Epiſtle of Fohn, and yet mentions not one: 

Word of this Verſe, 
 Andit: 1s certain this Verſe was not, in 

the Bible in the Time of Athanaſins ; for 
Tt it had, he would doubtleſs made Uſe 

_ of it againſt the” Arians, The Famous 
Alzxandrian Copy, which 1s by far the 
moſt Ancient Copy in the World, :has 
nothing at alt of this Verſe4n it, nor the 
_ KNiſt Part of the 8th Verſe; neither has 
the Vatican Copy. * CIAL: : 
Now, in Antwer to theſe Primitive, 
Ancient Greek Copies and Writers, 7ames 
Barter is forced to fall backward, to abont 
900 or a thonſarnd Years, when Pypery had 
put op its filthy Head, and the Fo:gery 
ef that Texi had been firſt put into ihe 
| . i 82 Margin: 
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Margin of ſome Copies, and at laſt ſlided 
mto the Copy it ſelf. And tnen the ab- 
ſard Dodrines of Trinity and Iranſubftan-: 
tation became very Orthodox Doctrines ;. 
which with the Help of- Fat Benefices on 
the one Side, and Racks and Gibbets, and. 
Inquiſitions on the other, do hold up thoſe 
rational Princtples amongſt. the mayor 
Part of Chriſtians, even to this very Day. 
I had alfo mention'd that Famous Text, 
which is ſo full of irrefiftable Evidence 
for proving an Interiority in the Sox to 
the Father, 1.' Cor, xv. Real it all from: 
24. to 29 Verſe, Wherethe holy Apoſtle 
Paul crowns the Unitarian Dottrine tor 
ever, by giving the Ultimate Glory to- 
the one God and Father of all, viz, [hen 
cometh the End, when he. hall have delivered 
w the Kingdom to God even the Father, 
when - be (hall bave put down all Rule, and 
all Authority and Power, For he muſt reign 
till he bath put a'l Enemies under bis Feet. 
The laſt Enemy that hall be deſtroyed is 
Death forhe bath put all things under his Feet. 
But wh-1 be ſaith all things are put under 
bim, it is manifeſt he is excepted, which did 
put all things under him. And when all things 
ſhalt be ſubdued-unto him, then ſhall the Son 
alſo bimſelf be ſubje&-unto him that put all 
things under bim, that God may be all in 


all, 
Here- 


Cn, © + 
 Herelet every true Chriſtian duly con- 
ſider ſerioufly, That all thines are to be 

under Chriſt's Feet; but adds, that 
it is manifeft God muſt be excepted, who put 
all things under bim, That 1s, God muſt 
be excepted tor this Reafon, becauſe it 
was he that d1d-put all things under Cariſt, 
Again ©blerve, That the Son thall at 
the End del1yer up the Kmedom' to God 
eveli the Father, that 1s, not to Father, 
Sen, and Holy Ghoft, as vain Veen often: 
pretend, but to God even the Father oily, 
_ ſince it was the Fither who gave him all 
Power m Heaven and Earth, Mat. xxv1it; 
18. and into his Hands he' will make 4 
Surrender of all, 1 Fetimmny of his 14- 
ving done all in ( helience to him; and I 
Raving acted and ralet! in Dependance of 
God his Father, who ſhall have an Ac- 
ecunt of all given to- him 1 the End, 
This: is a Glory peculiar to the peerle's 
God ; for they, the Holw Apoſtle ſays, 
the' Son bimſelf hall be ſubje# to bim that 
Art all things mider bim:; that is, to God 
_ hisFathcr, that God may be alin all. 
__. Where obſerve, the Apoſtle ſpeaks ol 
the Sor: him(elf in the higheſt Senſe he 
could: poſſibly ſpeak of him; that his Sub- 
jection 'ſhalk be then maviteſted by an 
ep, ſolemn: Acknowledgment fit, when 
he jhall recognize the Supremacy of on 
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ta 
the Father, in that -publick Surrender, 
This 'then'wilk bethe- End of tall ovr Dif- 
pates z God will be all in all; and rhe Sort 
hictelf' {ubje& under him; + bf 
-And.now I will appeat to all Men of 
Honeſty and Reaſon; that love Truth, If 
there'can be any thing more plain and ex 
preſſive of an Inequality betweers Grd and” 
Chrift; thanthere'is; and an (evident De-' 
m' nftration, that there " but '011e God the 
Father, 1. Cor viii. 6:) So 
'Thele thining Truths my Friend Barts 
ſaw ; but' finding himielf utterly unable 
to anſwer them, he tacitly ytelds up the 
Cauſe,- and' takes no manner of Notice of 
them, $0 that as Dagon' tell ' before the 
Ark of God, even ſo it will be. found in 
the End, that all the Inventions of Men- 
will not be able to ſtand againſt. the {a- 
&ed Commandments of God. Thou ſole 
have no other Gods but me. - 
 I-make no: doubt: but.'as the Phariſees 
were offended at my Dear Lords telling 
them the - Truth ; fo many at this' time 
will be at me, or he told *em how wins 
tranſpreſs'd_ the Commandments of God, 
'W by their Traditions, that 1s by their In-* 
Wl ventions : But I will fay toall ſagh, as 
my: bleſſed Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſaid to them, 
viz. Every Plant which my heav»nly Father 
bath not Pe ſtall be roited up, Mate. 
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; One Thing more I have upon my Mind 
and that is the Words of my dear Lord! 
Matt. xv. 9. wit h he quoteil from Iſaiah, 


Do@rines the Cumm.mdments of Men. Here 
obſerve, the Commandments of Men, arg 
Things enjoined by mere huinan Autho- 

T1ty, as is plain from thoſe Words of Paul, 
Col. 11, 22. Touch not, taſte not, bandle net, 
which are all the Commandments of Men, 
and therefore not to be regarded as Points 

of Faith or Worſhip, altho' they came 
from their Wiſe Men or Rabbies, tho* they 

be the Traditions of the Elders or Govern: 

ment of the Church, tho' they be from 

thoſe Scribes and Phariſees which ſat in the 

Chair of Moſes, yet without a Divine In- 

ſtitution, they are only the Command- 

ments of Men, and fo to be rejected : For 
when onr Lord tells us, Matt. xx1i11. 2, 
the Scribes and Phayiſees fit in Moſes Seat, 
all therefore whatſoever they bid you obſerve, 
that obſerve and do, but do »:0t ye after their 
Works : for they ſay and do not, This 1s 
always to be underſtood thus, viz. What: 
ever they bil you do, which God has com- 
amanded, that do; that is, all the moral 
Precepts of God which are eternal Duties, 
as the ten Commandments of God are and 
ever ought to be ob+y*1. But in all Afes 
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Popes, Prelates and Prie/ts have male by their 
Inventions of Trinity, Tranſubſtantiation, making 
Woof Dnages to worſhip Gad by, vain Sweari:g. and 
aking Gol's holy Name in vain ; changing God's 
holy Seventh Day Sabbath to the Firſt Day. ac the - 
pretended Chriſtians have done, and to the Sixth 
Day, as Mahometans have done. By both which 
we may obſerve, how they prefer their yain ln- 
rentions, and filly Tradir.ons, before the Sac red 
Commandments of God Almighty, who hath ſajd, 
The ſeventh Day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy 
God, Exo., xx. 10, qu 
One wou'd rhink the Dread and Fear of God 
ſhould come over thcir Hearts, when they read 
theſe Words; but ſo far from it, rhat many of 
tiem will go to the Stecple- _ and there read, 
or hear the Prieſt read, this Fourth Command- 
ment, and then ſay, viz. Lord have Mercy upon 
uw, and incline our Hearts to keep this Law : 
when at the ſame Time, both Prieſt and Feople, 
xe reſolv'd not to keep it, but alter it, break it, 
and diſobey it. oF | 
How aſtoniſhing js it for any pious, Heaven- 
born Soul to conſider, That God himſelf ſhould 
lay, Thou ſhalt not make to thy ſelf any Graven 
Image, nor the Likeneſs of any thing that is in 
Heaven abuve. or in the Earth ' Get h. or in the 
ater under Earth. Thou ſhalt not bow down 1tby 
lf to therh, Ee. And yet the far major Fart of 
pretended Chriſtians, and greateſt Number of 
Learned Men, make Multitudes of Graven 
mages, and'not only bow down, but knee} down 
0them. And how untit the tormer are. to re- 
prove or reform the latter, 1 will leave every ho- 
et, holy, judicious Breti to judge.. And durit I 
vive Way to witticiſ® one would be toe | 24 
| | Un 
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think, That the Papiſts, Epiſcopatians, and Pres: 
 byterians, might bring the Maſs-Book, Common- 
Prayer, and Directory ,” and zoin;together- in the. 
Steeple- Horſe and ſay, Lord have Mercy upon us 
TT. SHES, ru i ITT LS gk pf 

But I am almoſt angry at my ſelf for theſe laſt 
four Lines, an4 had t:n thouſand Timgs rather be 
turning my Reader's Mind-to a ferious Frame of 
Spirit, and t.- conſider, That God's. Honour is con- 
cern'd in the Breach of any one, even-the leaſt of 
thoſe Sacred Ten Commandments, which our dear 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt told us. ſhor-{4 never paſs, till 
Heaven and Ear:h paſs d aw:y ; bur Heaven and 
Earth is not yer paſs'd away, theretore thoſe holy 
Laws are-not. Nay, he tells in : plain Words, 
Matt. v 19. Whoſ'cver therefore ſhall break one 
of theſe leaft Commandments, and ſhall teach Men 

0, be {balk be called leaft in the Kingdom of 

Heaven; but whoſoever ſhall! do, andteach them; 

the ſame ſhall be called xreat in the: Kingdom of 
eaven.' TE —_— 

* 'Tnerefore, if we delight to glorifie God, let us 
love him with all our. Heart and Soul, and Strength, 

» a$ Chriſt hath directed us, aud Keep all his Com 

/ mandmeuts, as our Lord Jeſus kept + his God and 

_ Father's Commaniments, and taught. us ſo to 0; 
' and then ſhall we be his: Diſciples and true Fol- 
lowers, when we obey Go moſt high, and pray 
in-our Hearts, that he may haften the Time when 
he will magnifie the Law, and make it honourable. 
For now my »oul in Sorrow . can truly ſay with 
the Pſalmiſt, It is Time for thee, Lord, to work; 
for they bave made void thy Law: 
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' About the ſame Time that James 
Burter writ his laſt Book againſt me, 
ne John Grinaly near Whitchurch, an 
nnkeeper writ another. In his Ti- 
le Page he Stiles it an Anſwer to 
Liward Elwalls Book &c. But find- 
ng that was 2 Task too difficult for 
lim to undertake, he thought fit to 
fr of the Anſwer into Advice to 
Elwall, and accordingly, on the Top 
i all the Leaves of his Book, he has 
rit, Grindly's Advice 10 Elwall, 
rindlys Advice to Blwall. I did by 
6 Exerciſe of Patience, Read the 
pook quite over, which was more 
Wan many of our Trixitarians here 
Wd ; ſome of which told me, they 
ad not Patience to Read it half 
Wirough, for being diſappointed of an 
Waſwer to my Arguments, and the 
Kdvice very dry and Infipid, they 
Wid it by for the Groſers Shops, and 
Wc of *em was heard to ſay, That his | 
Wricnd Elwall might well ride Vietorious, 
| ce bis  Adverſarres, hitherto, Were on-_ 
W Publicans azd Sinners. _ - 
[ had among other Arguments in 
by Book, mention'd that famous 
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Text Mark I 3. TY VIz. 4 Our Lord 
« own Words glve us a full Demon 
« ſtration that he is ot the moſt high 
« GOD, in ſpeaking of che DiftruQio 
« of Feruſalem,and of the Day of Judg 
« ment he ſays thus. . Brt f that Da 
« and of thar Hoary knoweth no Man 
« no, no: the Angels that are tn Heave 
" neither the Son, but the FATHER 
” my Father onh, as It is In My 
6. 

« 5 Eereths Trinitarians are uttet 

& ly cut off from their common Sut 
« terfuge of the human Nature; fc 
« by the very Gradation of the Worc 
« it is fully Manifeſt that our Ble 
« ſed Lord ſpeaketh of himſelf int 
« higheſt Sence, tor he firſt tells u 
&« no Man knoweth it, then he got 
« higher, ot the Avgels that are 
« Heaven, and then, either i the Solſf 
* but the FATHER only knew that Di 
« By which i it. is Evident the Son ( 
« GOD is not Omniſcient, but t 
« FATHER only. Por every E! 
&* ception of a PerfeQion, is a Lt 
* tation,and alimited Being, 1s F 
«© nite, and not Infinite. ? 
— This clear ſhining Truth, and. PM. 
LINED. with MAY! Morey JI k 
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friend Fohr Ormndl beheld, (as the 
Kings beheld the Fowers of Zion, 
vith the Bulworks thereof and hafted 
way) ſo he inftead of Anſwering 
them runs away from *em, and falls 
of calling me Old grey B-ard, as if my * 
Beard had ſpeild his Anſwer ; where- 
5 my Beard is intirely Innocent, and 
has done him no harm. And as for 
Wis long Epiſtle of Advice, I beg leave 
06 make fome ſhort rerurn ro him, 
nd to all others in the pure Spirit of 
Wove, adviſing you to conſider - fert- 
Willy and in the fear of GOD with 
We, whether the far major Part of 
Whriſtians, borh Learned and Un- 
Fzrned, have not in many Things, 
Wregiouſly departed from that pure 
nd primicive Paith, which the God 

nd Father of all Taught, both by 
Natural and Revealed Religion, to the 
Witriarchs,and to the Prophets, and to 
W-lrifſt the great Prophet, and his 
lpoſtles. Did ever any of them be- 
tve GOD ALMIGHHTY to be a 
wrality of Perſons ? Did ever any 
them Believe the moſt High God 
kd an equal ? Does not the firſt Com- 
nndment of God ſtand frm as a 
Wock againſt ſuch vain datiguenl 


CE 2 
ſeals have no other Gods but me. 
the Singular Number, And thou foal 
know no other rod but Me. 

And I, even Iam he, and there 
no God beſides me, and this is Li 
Eternal, to onpcy thee the only tru 
God, John 17-2. And to us therej 
but one God *% Father, 1. Coy. 8.6, 

Now theſe are the Eternal Teſti 
monies of God and of his Prophets 
of Chrift and of his Apoltles, againl 
all the Trinicarian Inventions und 
Heaven, as God's Second Commanc 
ment 1s; againſt all them that box 
down ro Graven Images, and knec 
to them; and it js worthy of you 
careful Conſideration, that all the 
foreſaid Teſtimonies are 'perfe& 
Conſonant, and agreeable to natur: 
Religion or true Reaſon. But toſup 
poſe the ONE GOD and Father « 
all, tobe a Plurality of Perſons, 2, 0 
3, Or 4, 15a grand Abſurdity, and df 
re&tly contrary tothe Light of Natu 


and therefore cannot be True, but ul 


| 

terly Falſe. Thus it has been oli 

| ſerv'd both by my ſelf and mani! 
others, that as I have the ſacred La J 
of GOD on my Side, ſo as Thave ſtu: 
and- abide b + it, the-Lo K 


has enabled me (to his Glory be it 
ſpoken and not mine) to overthrow 
or Convince all my Gainfayers, fo 
that T have found the Words of my 
dear Lord verified, that aut of the 
Moaths. of Babes and Sucklings, God 
hath Ordaized Strength © 

And as to this great Controverſy, 
God knoweth that I have turned the 
nward Eyc of my Mind to his Hon- 
our, ſo I have found the good hand 
of his Power a{lifting me ; and I do 
belieye in my Heart, that if you will 
ſincerely . have God's Glory 1n your 
Eye, he will ſoon enable you, to ſee 1n- 
© tothe [njury that is done to his Peer- 
(1s Name, by thoſe chat wou'd make 
& the moſt High God to have an Equal, 
and that it tends to Un-God Him, 
and Rob him of that Glory which is 
due to him alone, and which our Blef- 
ſed Lord was always ſo careful ro 
give to his God and Heavenly Father. 
_ And which ke would have all his 
W fincere followers to do, as he himſelf 
hath ſet them an Example, that is to 
believe. that his Heavenly Father is 
\the:only; true GOD, and that Chriſt 
15/} Bot: 'God himſelf, but the Son of 

GOD; the ſent of GOD, the Anoint- 


' . ſacred Namein Vain, proceeds from 


( 34 ) 
ed , the zreat Prophet, that GOD pro- bf 
miſed to ſend into the World, andi9'* 
that we ſhould hear him, and Obey j 

his Voice, in hearkening to all hisſ* 
truly, Heavenborn Spiritual inward 
Teachings, who bid us if we would 
enter into Life, to keep the Com- 
mandments of GOD, and not regardiiſ 
the human Inventions of Popes, nor , 
Councils, Prelates nor Prieſts, whichM'! 
muſt all fall as Dagon did, before 
the Ark of GOD. 6 

For the making of Dagon, was aniſ* 
Invention of Men, and the makingMW' 
the moſt high GOD, 'the Holy oneoffifſ 
Iſrael, to be a Plurality of Perſons, 
two, or three, or four, 1s a notorious | 

| 
| 
| 


Invention of fallacious Men. 

And the making of Graven Images 
and bowing down to them, is a molt 
 Audacious Invention of Men. 

And the Swearing,and taking God's 


the odious guilty Inventions of Men. 
And the making the firſt Day the 
Sabbath, as ſome Chriſtians do, 
and rhe making the Sixth Day 
the Sabbath, as the Mahometans do, 
is a manifeſt flighting the Fourth 
Commandment of GOD, which tells 


Ws, The Seventh Day þ the Sabbath of 
Wi: Lord thy GOD, &c. So that the 
Whanging the Sabbath from the Se- 
eath Day, to the firſt Day and the 


Wan Invention ; and not only fo, but 
Wi is a Contradiction to God himſelf, 
Jvho hath {aid, Sax Days ſhalt thou L1- 
Wor, ard do all thy Work, but the S+- 
nth. Day is the Sabbath. | 
© Now let God be true, but every Man 
W: Lyar, that is, every Man that con- 
radicteh God, as all thoſe Men do 
Who ſer up their vain Inventions in- 
tead of God's ſacred Inſtitutions. 
Wood fays the Seventh Day is the Sab- 
With, falſe Men ſay the Sixth Day or 
Wine Firſt Day is the Sabbath. Here I 
Evil Appeal to God, and to the Con- 
Wicience of every true honeſt Man upon 
Wine Earth, whether we ought to bo 
leve God, or Men, and which of 
tle two we ought to Obey, _ 
Again obſerve, how. many Perſons 
all themſelves Chriſtians, and yet 
will not do, nor believe thoſe Things 
which Chritt hath ſaid. He told us 
In. plain Words, Fohn 17 3. That his 
I Fatber #5 the only true GOD, now what 
aanifeft flat ContradiQtion to Chriti 


Sixth Day, is nothing but a meer hu- 


(« 6 ih 
it is, to ſay there is tw6 more | 
foos that be Gat, beſt des the Fat 
whom Chrift- rells us only is {6. 
all wife Holy Men judge if it be 
high Time, to Ban ith 4nd* totally 
card, all fuch "irrational unſecipru 
Þoftrines nr of our minds,” wh 
contradict God | 'and his Prophdi 
ay 4 and his Apaftles. _ 

e my Friend Johp Grin 
wil 365 Mee of rheſe'F hings, and 
to all thofe unjuſt, uncharitable h: 
Names which he is pleas'd to call 
as; Falſe Seftmaſter, Heritick, Decei 
Falſe Teacher, Thref, Schiſmmatick, wi 
#bundance more too' rmany for ml 
fally my Pen with. . And in Page 
-of his'Book, he calls me Heretick 
cauſe T. Frog Extempory, notwillf 
| Randing I freely forgive him : bei 
ready p. think that when he is 8 
out” of: that Ill-natur'd Spirit, a 
come to a calmer Temper, he wi 
not believe even what he has Wil 
oy his eh loving. Friend, D 
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